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Chapter 4

JUVENILE JUSTICE EDUCATION PROGRAMS
The following chapter describes juvenile justice education programs offered in the State of Florida.
Department of Juvenile Justice

Juvenile justice education programs are considered separate schools with a separate number and data reporting requirements.  Each school receives public school funding from the school district responsible for the educational program.  Each student is required to attend school and receives an individualized academic assessment and educational plan.  Individual guidance services are provided to students to ensure each is on the most appropriate diploma track and aware of their current educational status and educational options.  These include all the graduation options available to public school students in addition to General Educational Development (GED) preparation.  Students selecting this option are normally scheduled to take the exam just prior to their planned graduation or exit from the DJJ program.

Students in school districts with an approved General Educational Development (GED)/FCAT Exit Option Model also offer this option to youth in juvenile justice education programs.  In addition, students in juvenile justice education programs may enroll in a GED preparation program with Florida Education Finance Funding(FEFP). 
Get to Know Your Juvenile Justice Schools!

GED Program administrators may wish to review the DJJ website at www.djj.state.fj.us  or the Juvenile Justice Educational Enhancement Program website at www.jjeep.org , both of which have a listing of DJJ programs.  Detention centers, residential programs and day treatment programs include an educational program.  Each is subject to monitoring through an annual quality assurance process.  GED Program administrators may wish to visit local facilities, offer to speak to students and personnel about the adult education programs within the community, as well as consider providing assistance in facility requests to become an approved test site.  

Quality Assurance for Juvenile Justice Education programs
The Juvenile Justice Educational Enhancement Program (JJEEP) conducts annual quality assurance (QA) reviews of education programs in Florida’s juvenile justice facilities. JJEEP is funded by the Florida Department of Education (DOE) Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services through a grant to the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice at Florida State University.

Quality Assurance standards are based on state and federal requirements.  When evaluating programs, reviewers draw upon this legislation and DOE references. While programs are required to follow all state statutes and rules, the following are most directly related to juvenile justice education programs.

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) (P. L. 107-110) The overall purpose of this Act is to ensure that students in every classroom have well-prepared teachers, research-based curriculum, and a safe learning environment.  NCLB ensures that all students have a fair and equal opportunity to reach proficiency in state academic achievement standards and state academic assessments.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (Section 1407, 20 U.S.C. [2004]) IDEA promotes the concept that every child is entitled to a free and appropriate public education, and mandates that eligible children with disabilities have available to them exceptional student education (ESE) and related services designed to address their unique educational needs and prepare them for employment and independent living.  

Section 1003.52, Florida Statutes (Educational Services in Department of Juvenile Justice Programs) This statute describes the importance of educational services for students in juvenile justice facilities and outlines DOE and DJJ responsibilities that pertain to the provision of these services.

Section 1003.53, Florida Statutes (Dropout Prevention and Academic Intervention) This statute provides a description of alternate education programs and describes the eligibility criteria for students to attend these programs.

Florida Course Code Directory and Instructional Personnel Assignments   State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09441, FAC, requires that programs and courses that are funded through the Florida Education Finance Program and courses or programs for which students may earn credit toward high school graduation must be listed in the Course Code Directory.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act – Nondiscrimination Under Federal Grants and Programs Section 504 requires the provision of a free and appropriate education, including aids, benefits or services that are as effective as those provided to non-disabled students. “Appropriate” means an education comparable to the education provided to non-disabled students.  A student is eligible for Section 504 services as long as he or she meets the definition of qualified disabled person; i.e., he or she has or has had a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life activity or is regarded as disabled by others.  The student is not required to need special education in order to receive Section 504 services.

Rule 6A-6.05281, FAC (Education programs for Youth in Department of Juvenile Justice Detention, Commitment, Day Treatment, or Early Delinquency Intervention Programs) This rule defines and requires numerous services for juvenile justice education programs, including, but not limited to, student eligibility, ESE, content and transfer of student records, student assessment, individual academic plans (IAPs), transition services, instructional program and academic expectations, qualifications of instructional staff, funding, contracts with private providers, interventions and sanctions, and interagency collaboration.  Many of the educational QA standards are derived from this rule.

Juvenile Justice Education Programs

There are three types of juvenile justice education programs, each with a set of quality assurance standards.  

· Day Treatment Programs (includes prevention, intensive probation, and conditional release)

· Detention Centers

· Residential Commitment Programs
What Are Day Treatment Programs?

Day treatment programs are non-residential programs operated by or under contract with the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ).  Day treatment programs include prevention, intensive probation, and conditional release programs that have educational services that are provided on site.  All students in day treatment programs who are under the responsibility or supervision of the DJJ are subject to educational quality assurance (QA) reviews.

What Are Detention Centers?

Detention centers are juvenile facilities operated by the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) that detain students while they are awaiting their court appearances or awaiting placement in a commitment facility.

What Are Residential Commitment Programs?

Residential commitment programs include low, moderate, high, and maximum risk Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) programs. Students temporarily reside in these programs while committed to DJJ.

DJJ Technical Assistance

For further information and technical assistance regarding education programs, contact your local school district dropout prevention coordinator and/or:

Karen Denbroeder


Florida Department of Education


The Florida Education Center


325 W. Gaines Street, Room 614


Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400
Phone: (850) 245-0475  
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