The GED Manual for Florida Adult Education Deans and Directors


Chapter 1

OVERVIEW OF THE GED

This chapter provides a history and overview of the General Educational Development (GED) Tests and information about how they apply to Florida.

History of the GED Tests

 The General Educational Development (GED) tests were originally developed in 1942 to allow military personnel returning from World War II to more easily pursue their educational, vocational and personal goals.  They were designed to enable individuals who had not graduated from high school to demonstrate the attainment of developed abilities normally acquired through completion of a high school program of study.  

The General Educational Development (GED) Tests are developed by the GED Testing Service of the American Council on Education.  Since the original test, the tests have gone through several revisions including the 1988 addition of essay, and the 2002 edition that allows the use of a calculator, and alters the content and format of some questions.  

The GED Tests are standardized using a national sampling of graduating high school seniors.  These high school seniors establish the performance standard required for examinees to earn a GED Diploma. 

Each year more than 400,000 adults earn GED diplomas, enabling them to enroll in community colleges and university programs as well as obtain employment or career advancement in their area of employment.  More than sixty percent of all students who pass the GED tests say that their primary motivation for taking the test is to achieve one of a variety of educational goals.

Adults enroll in GED Preparatory Programs to achieve their goal of earning a high school diploma.  These adults left school for a number of reasons; however, they have found that the GED credential is important to them in their plans for the future.

Individual states determine the scores they require for their state’s diploma.  States may change these scores periodically.  GED candidates must meet the minimum score requirements that were in effect on their initial test date.  Candidates testing in more than one state must meet the requirements for the state that will issue the diploma.     

The GED Test

The GED 2002 Series Test has five subtests including: 

· Language Arts, Writing

· Social Studies

· Science

· Language Arts, Reading

· Mathematics

The following is a description of each these subtests. 

Language Arts, Writing

The Language Arts, Writing tests includes 50 multiple-choice questions and a 200-250 word expository essay.  

   Multiple-choice questions

· Length:

· 50 questions in 75 minutes.

· Refer to passages of 12-20 sentences (200-300 words)

· Content includes:

· Informational content

· Business communications such as letters, reports and

summaries

· How-to texts, such as resumes, balancing checkbooks,  

speech writing

· Organizational skills, such as transitions between

paragraphs, coherence

· Question types:

· Sentence structure (30%)

· Usage (30%)

· Mechanics (25%)

· Organization (15%)

Expository essay – 45 minutes

· Length required 200-250 words

· Topic provided

· Scoring based on a four-point rubric

· 4- Effective

· 3- Adequate

· 2- Marginal

· Ineffective

· Standards on which scoring is based

· Well-focused main points

· Clear organization

· Specific development of ideas

· Control of sentence structure, word choice and spelling

Social Studies

The Social Studies Test measures an adult’s ability to understand and use knowledge and information about important social studies concepts from both a national and global context.  The test includes academic and practical material from both primary and secondary sources. 

· Length – 70 minutes for 50 multiple-choice questions 

· Content

· History – United States (25%), World (15%)

· Geography (15%)

· Civics and Government (25%)

· Economics (20%)

Science

The Science test integrates the National Science Education Content Standards. There is an emphasis on environmental and health topics as they relate to everyday life.  

· Length – 80 minutes for 50 multiple-choice questions 

· Content

· Life Science (45%)

· Earth and Space Science (20%)

· Physical Science (35%), including physics and chemistry 

Language Arts, Reading

This test will incorporate both fiction and non-fiction selections. 

· Length- 

· 65 minutes for 40 multiple-choice questions

· Passages 200-400 words 

· Content

· Nonfiction (25%) including prose, business documents, 

      critical reviews 

· Literary, (75%) including fictional prose, poetry & drama

· Question types

· Comprehension (20%)

· Application (15%)

· Analysis (30%)

· Synthesis (35%) 

Mathematics

This test includes 50 questions, including both multiple-choice and alternate format questions. One half of the test allows the use of a scientific calculator (Casio fx-260) provided at the exam. 

· Length: 90 minutes total for 25 calculator and 25 non-calculator questions 

· Content

· Numeration and operations (20-30%)

· Measurement/Geometry (20-30 %)

· Statistics , probability and data analysis (20-30%)

· Algebra, functions and patterns (20-30%)

· Types of questions

· Analysis and synthesis of multiple pieces of information in a question

· Use of open-ended questions requiring students to grid responses

· Mental math and estimation


· Context

· Realistic tasks

· Limited non-contextual situations

· Contextual items including:

· work related

· consumer

· technology 

· family situations


· Alternate format questions

The GED 2002 Mathematics Test will utilize two types of grids, the standard grid and the coordinate grid. Students will be expected to answer at least one question using the coordinate grid where they will have to plot specific points based on the problem provided. 
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Students may right-justify, left-justify or center their answers on the standard grid. Students may not leave spaces between numbers. Students are required to write and bubble in their responses. The grids are machine scored so a student who does not bubble in the grid will not be given credit for that answer. Students may grid whole numbers, decimals, and fractions using the standard grid, however a mixed number must be gridded as either an improper fraction or a decimal. 

GED Tests in Florida

Passing scores changed in January 2002 as a result of the new GED 2002 Test implementation.  Scores from previous versions prior to 2002 are no longer accepted.  A candidate who passed some sections prior to inception of the 2002 tests may not combine these subtest scores with those of the new test.  Florida’s required scores for the 2002 Tests are 410 on each subtest, with an overall score of 2250.  

Frequently Asked Questions:

There are many questions regarding the GED tests that are frequently asked by the general public and adult educators.  The following portion of Chapter 1 may be duplicated for distribution to students. You may also include the information in local program brochures for distribution to adult educators, administrators, the general public and students. 

GED TEST INFORMATION FOR FLORIDA CANDIDATES

How many people in Florida get their diploma through the GED Tests? 

Approximately 35,0000 Floridians earn a GED diploma each year.

What Are the GED Tests?

The GED Tests measure competency in five subject areas: Language Arts, Writing; Social Studies; Science; Language Arts, Reading; and Mathematics. 

Language Arts, Writing: Includes two parts (multiple choice and essay)

     Part I: Multiple Choice- Items cover sentence structure, usage and mechanics

 and Organization

    Part II: Essay- Examinees write a 200-250 word essay about a suggested topic. 

Social Studies: Includes multiple-choice questions about National and World 

History, Economics, Government and Civics, and Geography

Science: Includes multiple-choice questions about Earth and Space Science, Life 

and Physical Science

Language Arts, Reading: Includes multiple-choice questions on literary text 

materials of various types, as well as questions on nonfiction text.

Mathematics: Includes multiple choice and alternate format questions on basic 

arithmetic, data analysis, statistics and probability, algebra and geometry. 

One half of the test permits the use of a scientific calculator (provided).  

Who Can Take the Tests? 

The GED Tests may be given to:

· Residents of Florida. Proof of residency must include either a State of Florida Driver License or State of Florida Identification card.

· Adults 18 years of age or older

· Youth 16 or 17 years of age who have been granted an age waiver from their local district or educational agency

· Individuals not enrolled in an accredited high school

· Individuals who have not graduated from an accredited high school or have not already received a high school equivalency diploma

What Are the Score Requirements?
Effective January 1, 2002, GED examinees must score a minimum of 2250 points on the GED Tests and must score a minimum of 410 on each of the five subtests.  It is recommended that examinees who score less than 2150 on their first attempt of the Official GED Tests enroll in a GED Preparatory Program.  

How Can I Take Classes to Prepare for the Test?  

GED Preparatory Programs are available in Florida through school districts, community colleges and corrections facilities.  Adults may enroll in these programs at any time of the year. The GED Preparatory Programs provide students an opportunity to work on the specific skills they will need in order to be successful on the GED Tests. In most programs students may take the Official Practice Test that is an excellent predictor of student success on the GED Tests. 

How Do I Register for the Test? 
Those wishing to register for the GED Tests must do so in person at a testing center in their area.  Examinees must also verify their identity with identification that will provide the legal name, date of birth, address, signature and photograph. This may include the Florida Driver’s License or Florida Identification card and their Social Security Card or other documents. Candidates 16 and 17 years of age must also provide a waiver letter from the district or educational agency granting them permission to take the test prior to age 18. At the time of registration, examinees must also complete a GED Test Demographic Form and pay the required test fee. It is recommended that candidates register at least one week in advance of the desired test date.  Candidates should contact the testing facility to determine available test dates.

How Much Does It Cost? 
The cost of the GED Tests is determined at the local level.  The maximum allowable fee for the GED Tests is $50.00

What Are the Required Scores? 

Florida’s required scores for the 2002 Tests are 410 on each subtest, with an overall score of 2250.  A candidate who did not earn a diploma prior to 1/1/2002 is required to complete the full battery. 

What Kind of Diploma Will I Receive? 
In Florida, the diploma earned through passing the GED Test states that it is a “Florida High School Diploma”, as required by Florida statute.  It does not indicate that it is a GED diploma.  When a candidate successfully passes the GED test they will get a diploma and an official transcript. 

What If I Need Additional Transcripts?

Additional transcripts or copies of diplomas may be obtained at a cost of $4.00 each by submitting a request to the:


GED Testing Office 

325 West Gaines Street

Florida Education Center, Room 1204


Tallahassee, Florida 32399

You may also order these through the Internet by going to: www.firn.edu/doe/workforce/ged_dipl.htm
Is the Test Available in Other Languages?

The Official GED Tests are provided only in English and Spanish in the State of Florida.   Some agencies offer preparatory instruction in Spanish. As of January 2004, subtest scores from the Spanish form of the test may be combined with those of the English version to earn the total score required for the diploma. The French version of the test is not available for examinees in Florida at this time.

Can the GED Scores or Diploma Be Used for College Admission or to Enter the Military? 

Nearly all United States colleges and universities accept the GED diploma as a high school equivalency. However, each branch of the military has specific recruiting guidelines regarding the acceptance of the diploma.  It is important that the GED examinees who wish to enter the military contact a recruiting office to determine specific qualifications they must meet. The GED Tests cannot be used as a substitute for placement or admissions tests. 

The Commission of Educational Credit and Credentials recommends that postsecondary institution officials, employers, training program officials, licensing boards and all branches of the armed services accept the GED in the same manner as they accept regular high school diplomas. 

Are Special Accommodations Available for Students with Disabilities?
Adults may apply for special accommodations for the GED Tests if they have special needs.  The disabling condition must be documented and all required forms completed. Candidates with learning or physical disabilities may request modifications of testing conditions.  All special accommodation requests must be submitted to the State GED Chief Administrator for approval. Special accommodations may include any or all of the following:

· Extended time 

· Assistance from a scribe 

· Use of a calculator

· Testing in a private room 

· Frequent breaks

Special editions of the test are also available in audiocassette, Braille and large print formats. 

Where Can I Get Additional Information About the GED Test for Florida Candidates? 

Regarding customer service or data, contact June Alford at 850-245-0993.

Regarding procedures for the GED Test including policy questions, essay scoring, contracts, personnel assignments or accommodations, contact Christine Davis, Chief Examiner, at 850-245-9000. 
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